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NOTE XXL, page 193. Posmvisx LAW OF THREE STATES.
Mr J. Morley and Dr Paulsen have expressed their dissent from my views as to Comte's so-called " law of three states," but neither of them has ventured to face the facts which I adduced as irreconcilable with it My account of its history has been abundantly confirmed by M. Pillon in Nos. 6, 8, 10, n, 23, 24, and 25, of the 6 Critique Philosophique 'for 1875. These articles gave much offence to M. AudifFrent, Robinet, Se'merie, and the orthodox positivists generally, but they are most accurate and conclusive.
Dr Paulsen's reason (see his able review of my ' Philosophy of History' in the ' Zeitschrift fur Volkerpsycho-logie,' Bd. 8, Hft 4) for maintaining the consistency of Comte's alleged law with theism, is that theism is a form of belief, but not a kind of knowledge. There is here involved a twofold oversight: for, first, Comte's law is not a law of states of knowledge but of states of belief; and, second, the assertion that theism is belief but not knowledge is unproved, and stands in great need of proof.